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HOUSE BILL NO. 31'28
AN ACT TO REGULATE THE CONNECTION AND OPERATION ©Ff AUTOwATIC

d.
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-C.ZPHOMNE DIALING-ANNOUNCING DEVICES; TO PROHIBIT THI OFPE -l
SUCH DEVICES TO PLACE CALLS DURING CERTAIN HOCURS; TO FRQHIZ JEEI
QEZ2ATION OF SUCH DEVICES FOR THE PURPOSE OF iIMNDUCTC z §
CALLED TO PURCHASE ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE; TO PROVIDE N z
TOR YIOLATIONS OF THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of M4ISSISSIF?I:

SECTION 1. As used in this act/ "automatic

dialing~announcing device" means any automatic equipment wnich

incorpcrates a storage capability of telephone numbers tc O
called or a random or sequen-ial number generator capable oI
producing numbers to be called and the capability, working alcre
or in conjunction with other equipment, to disseminate a
prerecorded message to the telephone number called.

SECTION 2. (1) The connection of automatic
dialing-announcing devices to a telephone line is subject to this
act and to the jurisdiction, control and reqgulation of the Public
Service Commission.

(2) No person shall operate an automatic dialing-announcing
device except in accordance with this act. The use of such device
by any person, either individually or actihg as an officer, agent
ot;ehployee of a person or corporation operating automatic
dialing-announcing devices, is subject to this act.

(3) No person shall operate an automatic dialing-announcing
device to place a call which is received by a telephone in this

state during the hours between 9 p.m. and 9 a.m. Mississippi time.
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(d) No person shall operate an automatic dialing-announcing

27
28. .device to place a call which is received by a telephone in this
29. state for the purpose of persuading, inducing or encouraging the

30. person called to purchase any type of product or service.

1. (5) This act does not apply to any automatic

32.,' dialing-answering device which is not used to randomly 6r

33. sequentially dial telephone numbers but which is used solely to

34, transmit a message to an established business associate, customer

35, or other person having an established relationship with the person
36. using the automatic dialing-answering device to transmit the

37. .message. or to any call generated at the request of the recipiens.
38. (6) The Public Service Commission may determine any ques:ic:
39. of fact arising under this section.

0. SECTION 3. (1) Automatic dialing-anpouncing devices may o2
v ao used t¢ place calls over telephone lines only pursuant %2 a price
2. agreement between the persons involved, by which the person caliled
43. has agreed that he or she conse&ts to receive such calls from the"
d4d. person calling, or as specified in subsection (2) of this section.
45. (Z2) Whenever telephone calls are placed through the u;e of
46. ' an automatic dialing-announcing device, such device shall be

47. operated by a person who shall do all of the following:
48. (a) State the nature of the call and the name, address
49. and telephone number of the business or organization being

J. - represented, if any.

S1. (b) Inquire whether the person called consents to hear
52. the prerecorded message of the person calling.
53. (c) Disconnect the automatic dialing-announcing device
54. from the telephone line upon the termination of the call by either
55. the person calling or the person called.

56. SECTION 4. No person shall connect any automatic

57. dialing-announcing device to any telephone line without first
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making written application to the telephone corporation within
whose service area telephone calls through the use of such device
are proposed to be placed. In such applicatlon, the person shall
provide information as to the type of automatic dialing-announcing
device proposed to be connected, the time of day such telephcne

calls are proposed to be placed using such device, the anticipazes:

number cf calls prcposed to be placed during the specified cél;in;
periond, the. average length ofia completed call and such addiziznal
'inf:rmation as the corporation or the ccmmissicn may regulr=2.

joon teceiving such an application for service, the corpcrazicen
shall review the furnished infcrmation and, if it appears thatz

calling patterns would create a traffic overload cenditizn oI toe

ty
hn

service would be detrimental to the se}vices of other cusst:mers &
the corporation, it méy deany the appliéation or modifv the.
appiication and grant the application as so medified.

Any person violating this act is guilty of a civil oEEenée
and is subject to either or both of the following penalties:

(a) A fine of not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) for each violation, levied and enforced by the Public
Service Commission, on complaint or on its own motion.

(b) Disconnection of telephone service to the autcmacic
dialing~announcing device for a period of time which shall be
specified by the Public Service Commission.

SECTION S. It is the intent of the Legislature that this act
shall apply to any automatic dialing-announcing devices connected
to any telephone line both prior and subsequent to July 1, 1989.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force frcm
and after July 1, 1989.
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